
News Notes Dec 12 to March 13 

This review has been compiled by Tom Hart summarising the news items of greatest interest 
during the above period. No checks have been made on the accuracy of the statements made in 
the news. It is hoped that by recording some news items in this way the historical record will 
provide insight into the evolution of Scottish transport. 
 
 
AVIATION 
Lufthansa is to move Dusseldorf flights from Edinburgh to Glasgow amid complaints from Edinburgh 
Airport’s Chief Executive Donald Dewar that public funds were being used to secure this switch.  In 
spring, Virgin Atlantic is to start domestic flights from Aberdeen and Edinburgh to Heathrow plus six 
return flights to Manchester.  There will be no Virgin flights from Glasgow to Heathrow.  Deputy First 
Minister Nicola Sturgeon has welcomed increased competition in the aviation market. 

Ryanair has announced 6 new routes from Edinburgh and 2 from Prestwick plus rises in the 
frequency of other services.  It has ruled out a shift from Prestwick to Glasgow. 

Glasgow Airport reports the busiest year since 2009 with passengers up 4.2% in 2012 to 7.2m, 
contrasting with a 2% drop at Edinburgh to 9.2m.  Aberdeen passengers rose from 3.1m to 3.36m. 
Both Glasgow and Edinburgh anticipate growth in 2013.  Glasgow saw a 2.1% rise in domestic traffic 
in 2012 but the trend towards international traffic continued with this rising 6.4%. 
 
Passengers at HIAL airports also rose 3.1% in 2012 to 1.18m. Inverness had 3.4% growth, helped by 
the popularity of the direct Amsterdam service. But the HIAL Dundee airport saw an 11% fall in 
passengers to 55,521. This airport faces continuing problems in attracting users. 
 
SHIPPING & FERRIES 
Montrose Harbour Authority is investing £6m to expand fertiliser, wood pulp and off-shore wind 
traffic.  Scotland has been named ‘Destination of the Year’  at the annual Seatrade Cruise Insider 
Awards.  Cruise Scotland has raised concerns that tighter immigration rules for cruise ships were not 
necessary and could prejudice buoyant growth in cruising to Scotland. 
 
Scottish Government has announced a £4.6m package to boost canal use for tourism, sport and area 
regeneration.  Plans include an expansion of residential moorings. 
 
The first world sea-going hybrid ferry has been launched from the Ferguson shipyard in Port 
Glasgow. CalMac will operate two of these ferries on the Clyde and west coast. Capital costs are £2m 
above conventional vessels but £200,000 a year will be saved in fuel costs.  Over time, claims have 
been made that capital costs will fall and fuel savings rise. 
 
Pressure continues for an improved ferry on the Gourock-Dunoon town centre service.  A new 
Scottish Government Ferry Plan to 2022 published in December included a 10% rise in fares in 2013 
with higher rises being considered during the busy summer season.  RET has led to overcrowding at 
peak times with car traffic up 30%.  Further ‘demand management’ may be required to ensure space 
for commercial vehicles.  15 new vessels are planned costing £295m plus a further £73m for harbour 
improvements.  A new fast ferry from Campbeltown to Ayrshire via Arran will be introduced in 2013 
with pilot weekend extensions to Glasgow over the next two summers.  The Plan rejects calls for a 
direct service from Lochboisdale to Mallaig. 
 
Argyll and Ayrshire councils are seeking a Campbeltown route to Troon rather than Ardrossan with 
potential to become a triangular route including Northern Ireland. 
 



People in the Small Isles are making strong objections to proposals in the Ferry Plan to move the 
present vehicle ferry from Mallaig to give improved services to Colonsay.  A daily fast ferry would be 
provided for passengers only but this is seen as less reliable in poor weather and also involves a 
vehicle ferry service on only two days a week. 
 
Western Ferries (Clyde) reports a healthy 10% rise in annual income to £6.98m, aided by withdrawal 
of the competing CalMac Gourock-Dunoon vehicle ferry.  Pre-tax profits doubled to £1.9m, easing 
the problem of paying off a £3.1m disputed tax bill.  The company celebrates 40 years of operation 
in 2013 and plans to have two new £4m more fuel-efficient ferries running by August. 
 

RAIL 
Virgin Rail has secured a 2-year extension to its West Coast franchise but has dropped plans for the 
early action required to cut best London-Glasgow times below 4 hours.  This is only seen as possible 
under a longer franchise. It seeks stronger Network Rail action to improve reliability on this busy 
corridor. Virgin retains an interest in running a daily direct train London-Stirling train as and when 
the route from Motherwell through Cumbernauld to Stirling is fully electrified. 
 

The operator of the new overnight Anglo-Scottish franchise from late 2014 will receive £50m of 
capital investment to upgrade the fleet with another £80m spent on sleeper-related station, track 
and signalling improvements. 
 
The massive task of replacing roof glass at Waverley station has been completed while ‘alliance’ 
working enabled the Paisley Canal line to change to electric traction in December with work 
completed in four months and costs cut from £24m to £12m. 
 

Network Rail has signed a £220m contract with BAM Nuttall to reopen the Borders rail route to 
Tweedbank by 2015. 
 
Transport Minister Keith Brown has pegged the maximum rise in regulated fares at 1% above 
inflation for 2013 and 2014.  MPs want  greater clarity on fare structures. There have been requests 
in Scotland to end ‘split-ticketing’ practices where buying two tickets for different parts of a trip can  
is cheaper than a through ticket  Passengers should always be offered the cheapest ticket available.  
 
Free wi-fi will be available on most rail services between Scottish cities by the end of 2013.  
Negotiations averted a pre-Christmas Scottish rail strike. Complaints about overcrowding, lack of 
toilets and frequent breakdowns have been made about West Highland line services, attracting 
many tourists and leisure users with summer peaks but also over the whole year. 
 

Network Rail plans for Scotland for Control Period 5 (2014-18) have been published as part of 
procedures for ORR approval or modification and the setting of track access charges at levels to 
cover costs as confirmed after checking available Scottish Government funds against plan proposals.   
 
NR proposals include completion of the revised EGIP and Glasgow Queen St High Level alterations by  
2017 plus a substantial programme for extra electrification and for integrated line and service 
improvements between Inverness and both Perth and Aberdeen by 2018-19.  The NR plan also adds 
a priority for electrification of the Edinburgh South Suburban line (mainly to handle a rise in 
electrified rail freight) and a remodelling of Carstairs Junction.  The Plan stresses the considerable 
work needed to refine costs to prevent slippage.  It sees a priority to build in more flexibility and 
‘trade-offs’ to ensure best value with more emphasis on a ‘bottom-up’ and ‘alliance-based’ 
development of schemes. The Paisley Canal line project is quoted as showing what can be done to 
speed-up delivery (the line was electrified in only four months) and cut capital costs. 
 

Though generally welcomed, there have been calls for greater transparency within the Plan and the 
need for early clarification of the work required to ensure delivery by 2018-19 and completion of 
design and legal procedures for major schemes following on in the 2020s.  Queen St plans may 
involve demolition of the present SPT offices but there are calls for a time-critical scheme allowing 



electrification into Queen St HL by 2016 while leaving some aspects of station reconstruction until 
later.  Edinburgh City Council and SAPT see the South Suburban electrification proposal as offering 
opportunities for additional Princes St trams to operate as tramtrains over part of the route with a 
spur to the south-east Edinburgh biomedical development zone. 
There is a desire to link the NR Plan with Scottish Government commitments to a high-speed route 
from Glasgow to Edinburgh by the mid 2020s also forming an initial phase of Anglo-Scottish HSR 
plans giving 3 hour timings from both Glasgow and Edinburgh to London during the 2020s. 
 
At UK level, NR has agreed a 10-year deal with EDF Energy to supply nuclear power for the 
expanding electrified network in Britain.  WWF Scotland has called for alternative arrangements 
recognising the rise of renewable power in Scotland. 
 
Poor reliability of rolling stock and continued rises in passenger numbers are aggravating 
overcrowding on Glasgow-Edinburgh services, other inter-city services and commuter services from 
Fife and Lanarkshire into Edinburgh and Glasgow.  
 
BUS, TRAM & TAXI 
Trial running of Edinburgh trams has started with vehicles operating up to top speeds on reserved 
track of 43mph. Modernisation of Hillhead Subway station in Glasgow has been completed withwork 
also in progress at other stations. 
 
SPT has found that the number of households within easy walking distance of  frequent bus services 
(defined as at least 6 per hour) has fallen from 44% in 2009 to 28%.  Much of this fall is related to 
timetable changes in Glasgow changing frequencies from every 10 minutes to every 12 minutes but 
there is concern that at a more general erosion of service quality and failure to market the overall 
advantages of more frequent services on key urban corridors. 
 
Concerns are growing at a shortfall in funding support for free bus travel and sluggish growth in 
patronage by fare-paying users.  There is increasing support for earlier action to restructure bus 
support to encourage passenger growth and public transport co-ordination supported by multi-
modal, zonal ticketing and greater service regulation.  Suggestions include a restriction of free travel 
to those of state pension age plus the introduction of a charge for longer-distance travel within 
Scotland.  This would be linked with the use of savings arising to give stronger support to co-
ordinated networks and route development. (Herald, 7 & 8 January) 
 
Glasgow City Council has stepped up activity under its new power to fine drivers caught in bus 
priority lanes. £3.8m has been raised since camera-backed enforcement started in 2012.  Edinburgh 
City Council is taking similar action. There have been complaints from car drivers than bus lanes 
need clearer signposting and marking.   
 
Residents in Kirkliston west of Edinburgh have complained at deteriorating bus services when 700 
new houses were being built in the area.  Access to the local hospital, to South Queensferry and to 
Edinburgh has worsened. As well as cuts in commercial service, the Herald reports a 10% drop in bus 
mileage supported by local authorities. It calls for a review of bus support saying ‘the Scottish 
Government has invested in a range of schemes to support bus travel but they do not appear to have 
produced the level of service required’ (Herald, 3 December) 
 
Diageo has teamed up with Hogmanay organisers in Edinburgh to provide free late night bus travel 
operated by Lothian Buses. 
 
Cuts in on street-wardens and monitors have created fears that bus users are not being protected 
from operators failing to stick to published timetables.  First Bus has been accused of being less 
commercially aware and less socially sensitive than Stagecoach in Fife and Lothian Buses in 
Edinburgh.  Expansion of a non-profit distributing approach is attracting attention. 



 
The Scottish Government has started consultation on measures to ensure that taxi and private-hire 
drivers are of good character with tighter controls over vehicle numbers under plans to crack down 
on criminality in the industry. 
 
ROADS & PARKING 
An Intelligent Transport System, the first in Scotland, has been introduced to control M90 congestion 
in south Fife.  It includes a hard shoulder bus lane and sensors to determine when mandatory speed 
limits should be introduced to smooth traffic flow. 
 
The Chancellor has scrapped the 3p per litre rise in fuel duty due in January and tentative views have 
been expressed by the UK government to move from reliance on oil fuel duty to a new basis for road 
charging which could include electronic tolls and private finance for major road improvements.  The 
RAC Foundation supports such an approach but the Scottish Government remains committed to a 
toll-free approach. 
 
East Lothian Council is seeking full dualling of the A1 and substantial upgrading of the Edinburgh 
Bypass as national projects in the revised National Planning Framework. 
 
The Bill to abolish the Forth Estuary Transport Authority has been published with the job of 
maintaining the new and old bridges put out to tender.  The government view is that ‘without 
testing the market, value for money cannot be demonstrated’. 
 
Amey has failed in a legal bid to halt the transfer of the north-west and south-west Scottish trunk 
road maintenance contracts to TranServ from April 2013 
 
Transport Minister Keith Brown has released £5m to upgrade 30 km of road surfaces on key routes 
early in 2013.  £205m is being invested in ‘shovel-ready’ road schemes across Scotland.  Every £1 
spent on road surface renewals is expected to generate £1.50 of benefit in the wider economy. 
 
Poor levels of maintenance on local roads continue to be a major source of complaint though some 
councils have found extra funds to tackle this problem. Tougher action is sought against utility firms 
failing to make proper repairs and yet taking too long to complete repairs.  An AA survey has found 
that Scotland has the worst potholes in the UK – averaging 8.9 potholes per mile compared to 4.9 in 
London.  Aberdeen officials say £200m is needed to bring roads to an acceptable standard.  
Edinburgh Council, pending tram completion, has switched focus of road maintenance to smaller 
schemes in residential areas. 
 
Lorries may be banned from parts of Edinburgh if they do not meet European standards for low 
emissions. 
 
An Inverness-based HGV driver, Conor McKenna, is campaigning for ‘go-slows’ by lorry drivers to 
encourage Scottish Government to re-think its opposition to raising the HGV speed limit from 40 to 
50mph.  This is also seen as an aid to safety, reducing present frustration. 
 
Scottish Environment Link has criticised the Scottish Government decision not to remove permitted 
development rights for agricultural and forestry tracks. Uncontrolled provision of such tracks caused 
severe environmental damage and ought to come within the planning system. 
 
A YouGov poll has found 75% of those surveyed support Scottish Government proposal for a 
crackdown on drink driving.  There is also majority support for the use of speed-control cameras.  
With £2.4m of funding from the Scottish Government, cameras are being converted to digital 
operation bringing significant cost reductions and better access to information. 
 



Free Sunday parking in Edinburgh could be abolished from 2014 as part of a five-year strategy to cut 
congestion and boost public transport.  20mph zones will also be rolled out in more areas. 
 
East Lothian Council faces a furious backlash from the decision to introduce a £2 fee at 13 coastal car 
parks.  Edinburgh Council has ordered traffic wardens to ticket double-parked vehicles.  Stronger 
action is also to be taken against parking near schools. Residents in Glasgow’s west end have 
welcomed political moves to ban pavement parking.  Sandra White MSP is seeking support for her 
Responsible Parking Bill. 
 
WALKING & CYCLING 
AA survey shows Scotland top of the poll for pavement potholes at 2.81 potholes per mile  
compared to the best performance of 1 per mile in south-west England. 
 
Edinburgh City Council led by transport vice-convener Jim Orr aims to move cycling in Edinburgh 
much closer to Dutch levels but others have claimed that a shift from cycling infrastructure spend to 
improved maintenance of local roads and pavements is more important.  Getting to Dutch levels of 
cycling was not seen as realistic but a parking ban on pavements has gained support. 
 
Chambers St in Edinburgh, housing the National Museum of Scotland, is to have car parking space 
cut to increase pedestrian and performance space. The annual Pedal-on-Parliament event has 
produced an eight-point manifesto to help the Scottish Government meet its target of 10% of trips 
by bike by 2020.  More action is wanted on measures to make it easier for cyclists to use trains and 
buses as art of commuting urban trips and also to reach the growing number of Rural Cycling and 
Walking Routes 
 
Transport Scotland has accelerated £4m of funding to ensure completion of the Great Glen cycling 
route from Oban to Inverness by 2015.  Extra funding is also made available for cycle access to 
stations on the Airdrie-Bathgate railway and for cycle parking at schools.  Argyll and Bute Council has 
been accused of delays in completing the off-road Dumbarton-Helensburgh cycle route. 
 
Bike-stealing is an increasing problem as more take to bike use since the London Olympic Games 
Borders planners have given the green light for a £5.5m mountain bike centre at Traquair near 
Innerleithen. 
 
 
PLANNING & PROPERTY 
Hometown Foundation, the charity promoting sustainable communities, has applied to build 3200 
homes near Rigside in South Lanarkshire but, overall, the property market remains depressed apart 
from the Aberdeen area where 2.5% annual growth is expected to 2018.  
 
Census results indicate the highest decennial rise (at 5%) in Scottish population since the 1900s with 
Edinburgh City Council expecting the city to have the highest population growth in Scotland in the 
period to 2033.  The city population is now expected to rise to 600,000 rather than 551,000 
 
RESEARCH & STATISTICS 
Scottish Transport Statistics  Issue 31 of this annual National Statistics Publication was published in 
December.  With 282 pages, this has a wide range of data plus comments on sources.  Since 2004, 
total road vehicle kilometres have risen from 42,705m to 43,390 in 2011 but car kilometres are 
down from 33,674 m to 33,578m with the fall on major roads being slightly greater (22,308m down 
to 21,986m).   Passenger kilometres on ScotRail services rose from 2,162m in 04-05 to 2,682 in 11-
12.  Bus passenger km is not available but local bus trips fell from 460m to 439m. SPT reports higher 
growth in ScotRail passenger trips in the west from Scotland – up from 49.5m in 2009/10 to 54.6m in 
the year to December, 2012. 
 



Gaps in the data include longer-distance bus services and the lack or corridor and area breakdowns 
of rail and bus use. Using the data available for individual rail stations, a separate assessment has 
estimated that, contrary to previous Network Rail forecasts, rail trips in the SPT area, notably on the 
North electrics and on diesel services to Croy and East Kilbride have risen to a greater extent than 
around Edinburgh and also to a greater extent than inter-city trips within Scotland.  Anglo-Scottish 
rail passenger trips have risen from 4.9m in 2004 to almost 8m in 2011. 
 
New car sales in Scotland are at a five-year high with 181,785 cars registered in 2012, 9% over 2011. 
 
The Institute of Civil Engineers considers that action is required to ensure that Scotland has sufficient 
trained engineers for the infrastructure and energy projects required in coming decades 
 
Developments in blackbox technology are improving prospects of lower insurance for younger 
driving with good driving records and fewer accidents. 
 
Glasgow Airport has seen the highest number of November passengers in the past four years.  Usage 
was up 5.3% compared to a 1.7% fall at Edinburgh. 
 
Scottish take-up of government funding for electric vehicles remains low 
 
The Energy Saving Trust Scotland has found that 45% of Scottish drivers are changing driving habits 
in order to save of fuel cost.  They are driving at lower top speed with slower acceleration and eased 
braking.  Those slowing down most are in Lothian with the least change being in the Glasgow area. 
 
A study by Jacobs for the Scottish Government has recommended a £10m installation of safety 
barriers on the A83 at Rest and Be Thankful to reduce landslide risks. 
 
BUSINESS & PERSONNEL 
Collapse of Manganese Bronze, the dominant supplier of London taxis, may lead to extra orders for 
Allied Vehicles of Glasgow if Manchester relaxes rules requiring the use of London-style taxis. 
 
Logistics firm J G Russell has seen turnover rise 17% but margins have tightened.  Alexander Dennis 
of Falkirk has gained £50m of orders for new buses from Stagecoach with further prospects for sales 
in North America, the Far East and Australasia.  However, these will allow employment o be 
maintained rather than increased. 
 
The Scottish Government reports an increasing number of Forth Crossing sub-contracts going to 
Scottish firms. 
 
Lothian Buses has won the Vision in Business for the Scottish Environment Award on the basis of 
hard work to reduce carbon and air pollution 
 
In January, Network Rail web-published the Strategic Business Plan for Scotland and the Route Plan 
for Scotland.  These cover Control Period 5 from 2014-15 to 2018-19. 
 
John Yellowlees, external relations manager for ScotRail, has won the Outstanding Contribution to 
the Railway Award at the company’s first Annual Recognition Awards. 
 
Allan McLean has retired as Virgin Trains Communications Manager for Scotland and north England 
 
 


