
Transport News Notes 1 Mar to 8 Apr 2014 

This review has been compiled by Tom Hart summarising the news items of greatest interest during the 
above period. No checks have been made on the accuracy of the statements reported in the media. 
However by recording these news items there is a historical record of what was being discussed in Scottish 
Transport. 

TRANSPORT, the ECONOMY & WELL-BEING 
DfT has commissioned new work on links between transport infrastructure investment and economic 
performance. David Metz, former advisor to DfT, argues that transport appraisal has been ‘flawed for 
decades’.  New methods of forecasting and scenario evaluation are seen as vital to offer good value, not 
only for the economy, but for improved ‘well-being’ across all sections of society.  With tightened public 
spending likely for the rest of this decade, this requires tough decisions on how best to utilise public 
funding and encourage sustainable growth. 
 

A readable 230 page paperback review of these issues has just been published by Profs Jon Shaw of 
Plymouth and Iain Docherty of Glasgow University (Iain was Guest Speaker at the SAPT AGM in 2012).  It is 
called The Transport Debate and available from  the Policy Press (www.policypress.co.uk).  The authors see 
a continuing and important role for transport investment and pricing but with much better targeting.  They 
call for a shift to inter-city and high-speed rail investment associated with a large rise in high-quality city-
related public transport related to land use policies favouring cities offering a better quality of life, less 
motorised traffic and good opportunities for walking and cycling by residents and visitors. 
 

The IPCC and UN have called for faster action to cut greenhouses gases. mitigate adverse climate change 
and spur economic growth while the EU is concerned over slow action to improve air quality in cities and 
around major airports.  On funding, the Scottish Government and Westminster are taking further action to 
expand private finance and ‘city deal’ arrangements relating to major projects such as hospitals, schools, 
roads and railways.  Capital funding can also be aided by integrated measures to reduce operating costs per 
passenger carried with this allowing a rise in capital spend.  In Glasgow Subway modernisation, SPT has 
assisted financing through such measures.  Increased transport co-ordination is also being seen as a means 
of  offering better value for money, a better level of service and eased connectivity. 
 
AVIATION 
Passengers at Edinburgh and Glasgow airport continue on a rising trend, strongest for international trips 
but also showing a return to growth on flights within UK.  In February, Glasgow had a 13% international rise 
and 2% on domestic routes.  At Edinburgh, there was 7.9% overall growth with domestic travel up 4.9%.    
 

The Scottish Government has given assurances that plans for Prestwick Airport will be commercially based 
and will not disadvantage other airports.  But Gordon Dewar, MD at Edinburgh, has challenged the Dundee 
City Council decision to subsidise Dundee-London flights.  Edinburgh already had 44 daily flights to London. 
Policy should favour improved links from Dundee to Edinburgh Airport.   In the Budget, APD rates on long-
haul trips were reduced but no moves were made to devolve APD decisions in Scotland.  
 
Edinburgh Airport will be the first in Scotland to allow passengers to check in their bags at any time before 
flights.  This should cut waiting times. 
 
FERRIES & SHIPPING 
Despite bad weather late in the year, CalMac reports an 84,000 rise in passengers in 2013 to 4.59m.  Cars 
carried were up 19th to 1.06m. The two new routes trialled in 2013, Lochboisdale-Mallaig and Ardrossan-
Campbeltown, have been hardest by poor weather.  Mull has seen further complaints about a limited 
timetable and service disruption early in 2014. 
 

Stena plans to cut costs on the Cairnryan-Belfast route due to ongoing losses despite heavy investment in 
new terminals. There are fears of increased reliance on foreign crews.  2013 was a boom year for cruise 



ships visiting British ports.  Those disembarking for day trips had risen 20% to 866,000 with over 1m 
expected in 2014. 
 
RAIL 
Sir David Higgins, HS2 Chair, is seeking accelerated delivery with new route extended from London through 
to Crewe by 2027 rather than 2033.  An earlier start to new construction from Leeds to the East Midlands is 
also envisaged plus Scottish Government action on sections of new line in the Scottish Central belt.  With 
other improvements north from Crewe, this could allow 3 hour trip times from London to both Glasgow 
and Edinburgh before 2030. There is also increased priority for greater use of sections of HSR route for 
inter-city and regional services as part of an enlarged and reshaped rail network.  The HS2 Chair claims that 
speedier action and cost control will cut costs but doubts remain about the location of some proposed 
stations and the total cost of HS2 relative to benefits. 
 
Prof Peter Woodhead, Director of the Institute for Infrastructure and the Environment at Heriot-Watt 
University, has concluded that there is a strong case for extending HS2 through to Scotland.  Transport 
Minister Keith Brown is opposing plans to divert overnight Anglo-Scottish passenger services to Waterloo 
during HS2 construction work at Euston. 
 

Bidders are preparing submissions for the forthcoming 8 year East Coast Main Line franchise.  The winner 
will be announced in November.  Some bidders are claiming that they could cut London-Edinburgh times 
below 4 hours (present average time is 4 hours 23 minutes) 
 
SPT has criticised the flimsy nature of consultation on the planned £120m redevelopment of Glasgow 
Queen St High Level and the late announcement of a 4 month closure of the Queen St HL approach tunnel 
for track renewal.  Present plans are not seen as maximising the passenger experience and improving 
conditions for pedestrians and rail/bus/Subway/taxi interchange.  SAPT is seeking timetable changes 
minimising disruption, including speeding up of selected sections of EGIP electrification and provision of 
related rolling stock by 2016.  A 4 month tunnel closure may be avoidable and scope is seen for both a 
short-term and longer-term shift of through passengers to improved Glasgow Central-Edinburgh services.  
Such a shift would expand capacity at Queen St for the growing number of passengers using Queen St to 
access the north and Central Belt stations other than Edinburgh. 
 

The forthcoming Glasgow Commonwealth Games and Gleneagles Ryder Cup are seeing rail (and bus) 
companies gearing up to meet the requirement  that spectators arrive by bus or train.  Gleneagles station is 
to have a temporary passenger bridge over the A9. 
 

Transport Scotland has announced that 50 Scottish stations will have free wi-fi by spring 2015. By the same 
date, almost half of ScotRail trains will be wi-fi connected.  Falkirk Council will save £80,000 a year by 
scrapping the present discounted rail travel for the elderly and disabled. 
 

Transform Scotland, SAPT and other action groups have called for speedier electrification and track 
doubling north to Aberdeen and Inverness in order to ensure rail trip times are shorter than by road and 
encourage freight shifts from road to rail.  Corridor evaluation is sought rather than the major focus being 
on road schemes. 
 

The Scottish Government has announced a £170m scheme for rail improvements between Inverness and 
Aberdeen providing shorter and more frequent services with trains up to 6 carriages.  Aberdeen-Inverurie is 
to be doubled.   Forres station is to be relocated and new stations provided at Kintore and Dalcross (for 
Inverness Airport) 
 

As well as improved services and extra stations on existing lines, more suggestions for rail reopening are 
being made as part of further reversal of the Beeching axe.  Proposals include services to Levenmouth, St 
Andrew’s, south from Tweedbank to Hawick and from Alloa to Dunfermline via Kincardine.  
 
BUS, TRAM & TAXI 



Confirmation of a start date for Edinburgh tram services is imminent though full integration with future 
plans for bus/rail co-ordination and an improved city centre environment in Princes St and George St will 
take longer.  Better conditions in Shandwick Place have already revived retailer interest along with other 
land use developments close to the tram track to the west.  City leaders are expected to take the first steps 
soon for extending the tram to Leith with a subsequent priority for extension into south-east Edinburgh. 
Controversial giant adverts on Edinburgh trams may bring in £1.5m a year. 
 
Reporting to Glasgow Airport and Transport Scotland, consultants Aecom have favoured a medium-term 
preferred £90m option to introduce tram trains from Glasgow Airport to the city centre.  In the short-term, 
improved bus links to Paisley Gilmour St rail station are recommended.  Actual tramtrain costs may be 
higher due to restricted capacity on the present 3 tracks east from Paisley Gilmour St. 
 
Braehead owners are planning a £200m expansion of this shopping centre by 2016 but this is dependent on 
Braehead gaining town centre status.  It would bring increased usage on the planned Fastlink bus corridor 
to Glasgow South Hospital, Braehead and Renfrew but could also increase problems at M8 junctions. 
 

A Passenger Focus survey has found a higher (87%) overall passenger satisfaction with Lothian Buses 
compared to a 79%  rating for First Bus.  But First Glasgow has claimed a 91% rating, reflecting recent 
improvements in branding, frequency and the delivery of new buses.  Glasgow City Council has supported 
the view that quality of service is better on publicly-owned Lothian Buses and is calling for re-regulation of 
Glasgow buses.  The Scottish Government view is that there is a need for early changes in regulation but on 
a different pattern from former regulation. 
 
Stagecoach East and Lothian Buses have gained £1.37m and £1.05m from the Scottish Government Green 
Bus Fund for a total of 32 low carbon buses.  SPT is to purchase 2 electric buses for £486,000 for use on the 
city centre-Riverside Museum loss-making service.  Most of the capital costs will be covered by grants from 
the Scottish Government and Glasgow City Council. 
 

In the previous issue, reference was made to a new Stagecoach service from Edinburgh to North 
Queensferry.  This derived from a press error.  The new service is from Edinburgh to South Queensferry and 
has had attractive marketing and fares, including a £3 day return to Edinburgh.  
 
Complaints continue about unsatisfactory taxi arrangements at Edinburgh Waverley. 
 
ROADS & PARKING 
Nearly 18 miles of the Perth-Inverness A9 are to be dualled earlier than scheduled.  Work will focus on 
sections where dualling is comparatively simple with low costs.  The busier and more complex section 
between Luncarty and the Pass of Birnam will come later. 
 

Traffic information firm INRIX has found that Edinburgh comes first and fourth in the table of most 
congested roads in Scotland with Glasgow coming second and third.  Routes affected are the A8 through 
Corstorphine, the M8 from Provan to Anderston, the M8 from Cardonald to the Kingston Bridge and the 
A720 from Musselburgh to Wester Hailes.  But data from Scottish Transport Statistics shows an overall 
decline in motorists experiencing significant congestion delays. 
 

In Edinburgh, there are concerns about congestion arising from plans to increase pedestrian space in the 
premier shopping area, George St.  Evidence from other cities suggests that extra congestion may not arise 
due to a continuing shift to use of public transport, walking and cycling in larger cities.  Similar predictions 
of chaos and goods delivery disruption from Glasgow road closures during the Commonwealth Games may 
be countered by the planned shift of spectators to public transport and temporary park and ride sites 
further out from events..  Doubts remain about the effectiveness of pre-planning. 
 
The latest survey shows that Scottish Local Authorities are reducing spending on local road and pavement 
maintenance despite public complaints about deteriorating conditions 
 
WALKING & CYCLING 



Glasgow in planning 20mph speed limits in the city centre, seven years after proposals were first made. 
 

Edinburgh City Council has refuted Sustrans claims that council policy is to have 50% cycling to work on a 
par with Copenhagen.  Edinburgh already has one of Scotland’s highest proportions of cycling to work at 
7%.  Official policy is to use limited funds to deliver a rise to 15% by 2020.  Edinburgh is introducing secure 
on-street bike sheds to encourage people to cycle 
 
STATISTICS, BUSINESS & PERSONNEL 
New car sales in Scotland have reached their highest level for more than a decade.  New car registrations in 
March were 14.8% above March, 2013.  This is below the UK rise of 17.7%.  Despite rising car sales and 
falling fuel prices, there is little sign that this is leading to a corresponding rise in road traffic which remains 
almost stable.  Older vehicles are being scrapped with younger people less active in taking up driving and 
older people more cautious about actual trips made.  Shifts to public transport and cycling are being made. 
 

Despite lower crude oil prices and the continuing Budget policy of lowering the real level of petrol and derv 
taxation, UK petrol sales fell by 4.2% in the last three months of 2013.  This reflects a mix of more fuel 
efficient vehicles, more careful driving, some shift to diesel fuel and shifts to both shorter trips and to 
public transport and cycling.  Diesel sales in 2013 were 1.8% above 2012 with some fall in air quality due to 
particulates from city traffic.   
 
Long-haul air tourism is experiencing stronger growth while VisitScotland chief executive, Malcolm 
Roughead, expects 2014 to be a bumper year for in-tourism to Scotland as well as a year or rising out-
tourism.  This is expected to lead to higher growth in overseas air travel to and from Scotland. Despite the 
recent rise in ’staycations’, January data on bookings suggests more Scots will holiday abroad in 2014. 
 

FirstGroup reports progress in improving its financial position though the US market remains difficult.  UK 
rail passenger revenue was up 5.9% in the year to 31 March with UK bus revenue up 1.8% 
 

Prof Kevin Cullinane, Director of the Transport Research Institute at Napier University, has moved to 
Gothenburg University.  Keith Dickinson has returned to TRI as Interim Director. 


